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To thoſe GENTLEMEN, 
MeRrcHaNnTs, and Crri- 
ZE NS, who manage and 
promote the Tueſday's 
Lecture at Pinners-Hall. 


81 RS, 


HE following Sermon, with 
ſome little Variation, was 

preach'd in the ordinary Coarſe 
of that Lecture, which you ſo generouſly 
| ſupport, with no more Thought of its ap- 
tearing thus in publick, than any other 
Diſcourſes of mine in that Place, and 
that is, I aſſure you, with none at all, 
How it comes to be otherwiſe, I believe 
very few will think it worth their while 
to enquire ; and ſince none are much 
concern d to know it would be a needleſs 
thing for me to inform them. Some of you 
are my Witneſſes in this Matter, and 
can tell to whom this Publication is 
Mwing, The 
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K Cor. 
8. 


3- in this World, 


The DED CATION. 
The general Deſign of it is ſufficient. 


how cry by the Holy Scriptures, and 
2 


that part of them in particular, upon 
which its founded. This can't be ex- 


2 without bantering the Holy Ghoſt 


imſelf, who has expreſly told us by the 
eApoſtle ; Tf = Man fem to be wiſe 
[ e muſt become a Fool, 
that he may be ſo. En 
The manner of handling the eArgu- 
ment, 1s what every one will judge f as 
he pleaſes. What has ſo many Defects, 
is hike to meet with many Cenſures; and 
as there's but too much Cauſe to expect 
them, there wants not this Reaſon, why 
they ſhould be patiently undergone, that 
T have brought them upon my ſelf. 
This Dedication brings to mind, a Ser- 


mon preach'd and printed immediately 


after, and with a ſpecial Eye to that 
ſurprixing Revolution, brought about as 
an Inſtrument in God's Hand, by the 
then Prince of Orange, and afterwards 
great King William ; the happy Effects 
of whoſe Reign we now ſee among ft ma- 
7 others, in the peaceable Acceſſion of 
is preſent Majeſiy Ring George, to the 
Throne of theſe Nations. 
I cart but further obſerve, with Ra- 
ference to that Sermon, its being inſcrib'd 
= 40 


The DERDICATI ON. 


to ſeveral Perſons by Name, who were 
then, as you now are, Supporters of this 
Lecture; and if I miſtake not, but one 
of all that are there mention'd, remains 
alive at this Day. It's @ melanchely 
Reflection, which one can hardly avoid 
making, That ſo great a Number of ex- 
cellent Perſons, both Miniſters and others, 
ſhould be gat herd to their Fathers in that 
ſpace of Time. This indeed is what 
might be expected in the ordinary Courſe 
of Things ; for our Fathers and t 
_— do not live for ever! What 

to the Concern i, that theſe be- 
ing remov'd, there's ſo little of their 
excellent Spirit refting thoſe that 
ſtand up in their ſtead. That there are, 
however at this Day ſo many in their 
Room, with any good Meaſure of their 
Spirit, to diſpenſe and ſupport the glorious 
Goſpel, in this, as alſo in other Places, 
Natter of great Thankfulneſs, and 
ſbou'd be acknowledg'd to his Praiſe, 
whoſe 1 truſt we are, and whom we de- 
fire to ſerve. 

May that God, in whoſe Hands our Times 
are, and who diſpoſes of us as he — 
ſes, preſerve you _ Tears great Bleſ- 
fing541y0ur ya and Places; and when (as 


ſomany others have done before us) you, and 
we, 


vl 


[iam The DepicarTtion, 


. . Conrſe, may we 

 bereceiv'd y of aur Land; and 

eerie withth — Pro- 

ation to in 

̃ — 5 e Support and — 

NR which how muth ſo- 

Tr dee 2 = we nee - 
wn et 15% aſur d it 

Forms 11 x Jeſus bins. 


2 * hath 4 Power iu — 

Tre yenpene; and bei ya Mul to 

Trat, erve it in 1 tell 
"Tome _ —— 

| @ This 3 hold & this 

never expected 

peck deer of . 


py 
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Your faithful Polend, 
and humble 'Servant, 
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1 Co R. I. 20. 


Hath not God made fooli the 
Wiſdom of this World ? 


k FTER the uſual Salutation, and 
an Acknowledgment of ſeveral 
things very commendable in this 

Church; the Apoſtle with great 
eſtneſs exhorts them to Unity and Con- 
cord among themſelves : 7 beſeech you,” Bre- Ver 
thren, by = Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there 
be no Diviſions among you; but, that ye be per- 
fectiy joined together in the ſame Mind, and in 
the ſame Fudgment. This, it ſeems, there 
was but too much occaſion for; it having 

B bean 
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Ver. 11. 


Ver. 12. 


Ver. 13. 


Ver. 17. 


and Eloquen 


The Wiſdom of this World 
been declared to him by others, That there 
among them; occafion'd by, and expreſſing 
themſelves in their undue and partial pre- 
ferring one Miniſter to another. Nom this 
I ſay, (and reprove you far it) that every one 
of you ſaith, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
and I of Cephas, and 7 of Chriſt, And, to 
ſhew himſelf impartial in his Reproofs, he 
ſingles out his own'Admirers, and in a par- 
ticular manner expoſtulates with them, Wa: 
Paul cruciſied for you? or were you baptized in 


the Name of Paul? I baptized very few of 


you, that not being the Work to which 1 
was principally called. My Buſineſs was ra- 
ther to preach the Goſpel. Chriſt ſent me 
not to baptize, but to preach the 00e And 
having mentioned his principal Work as an 
Apoſtle, he takes occaſion from thence to 
tell them, How and in what manner he per- 
formed it ; not with Wiſdom of Words, left the 
Croſs of Chrift ſhould be made of none effect. 


'Wherein he returns to his former Argument, 
and obliquely touches upon the Cauſe of their 
unhappy Divifions, viz. The Vanity of ſome 


Teachers, who affected a Name for Wiſdom 
| ce; and the Folly. of ſome 
Hearers, who admir'd dem upon that account, 


This the Apoſtle tells them he had carefully 
avoided, and for this reafon, leſt the Croſs of 
Chriſt ſbould be mude of none effect, i.e. Left the 
plain, ſimple Preaching of a crucified Chriſt, 


ſhould be thought inſufficient to work Faith, 


and command their 'BeHef, without the 


Aﬀiſt- 


made Bab. 
A fifiancegnd Force of Human Wiſdom and 


Eloquence; and the Effects of it ſhauld ra- 
ther be aſcribed to the Arguments and Per- 
ſwaſſons of Men, than the Ekicacy and 
Pawer of God. 
his, he owns, is thought Fooliſhmeſß, 

and: therefore 1 (tha? to their own 


Ruin) b value themſelyes upon 
the Pro . of their Lg, and the 
Juſtneſs of their own Re But be it 


10; The Apoſtle proceeds in is own Me- 
thod, and wont be put out of his Way by all 
that Contempt they pour upon it; for tho? 
this be Fooliſhneſs to them that periſh, it's 

the Power of God to them that are ſaved. 

Nor was he much concern'd to appear with 
this fart of Wiſdom, ſince it's written, God 
will defray the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring 
to not the Underſtanding of the Prugent, 
Yea to this Pr he bath al- 
ready done it; the Goſpel of Chrift, where- 
ever it comes, having triumphed over and 
baffied all the of this World, which 
be plainly inſinuates in the following Enqui- 
ries: Where is theWiſe ? where it the Scribe? 


N this World ? 
| be Dire of tis We Gb upon three 


. f. 17 pd Is I 

the Lo their hs 1 the 

Scribe, the La AU the Di/- 
2 "one that gives the M 
Scripture, and whoſe Commentaries are full 
of Queſtions. . 


Wy i FA Ocken 


| Senſe of . 


f 


Ver. 18. 


Ver. 19. 


— tri- 
her. Ser- 
p. 267¹ 


A The Wiſdom of this World 

Others ſuppoſe, that by the Wiſe, he 
means the Philoſophers and Learned Men 
among the Heathen ; by the Scribe, the 
Doctors and Men of Learning, diftingurſh'd 

from the common People among the Fews; 

and eſpecially the Fathers of ſome Tradi- 
tions: By the Diſputer or Enquirer, either 

one that doth more profoundly interpret 

the Law, or that ſearches deep into Phiſical 
Cauſes, and can beft ſolve the Phenomena's of 
T_T *- n 
Once more : By the Wiſe may be meant 
the great Stateſman and Politician ; by the 

Scribe, one that wholy employs himſelf and 
fpends all his Time in tumbling over Vo- 

lumes of Learned Men to get Wiſdom ; 
and by the Diſputer of this World, one that 
ſearches into ſubtle Queſtions, and as a Man 
of Diſquiſition, dives into the Myſteries of 
Nature, or one that is aſhrewd Diſputer in the 
| Jewiſh Schools concerning their Traditions, 
| Theſe{whoever areintended)theApoſtlein- 
| ſults and triumphs over, referring it to them- 
ſelves and others, what theſe had ever done 
to bring Men to the true Knowledge of God 
ll and His Will. Where's the Wiſdom of the 
| Philoſophers among the Gentiles? and of 


the Interpreters of the Law among the Fews ? 
What's become of the great Stateſman and 
Politician; of the profound Scholar, or the 
curious Enquirer and Men of Diſquiſition ? 
What's become of them, of their Wiſdom 
and Learning? What did theſe avail to ſecute 
themſelves, prolong their Lives, or _ 
7.” 5 N | FE. tnelr 


made Foolifs. 3 
their Souls? Hath not God made fooliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World? i. e. Manifeſted it to be 
errant Folly, in compariſon of that Way He 
hath choſen, for the bringing Men to the 
Knowledge of Himſelf, and to Happineſs and 
Salvation thereby. And thus we are broughe 
to the Words of the Text, -in opening of 
which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, | 


I. What we are to underſtand by the 
Wiſdom of this Worl. 
II. How and in what Senſe God makes 

it fooliſh, ! 
III. For what Reaſon and why he doth 
„ Not 
IV. What Uſe we may and ſhould make 

of the whole. n 


Let us then enquire, 


I. What we are to underſtand by the 
Wiſdom of this Worlc. 

I ſhall deliver my Thoughts of it in the 
three following Particulars, 
1. Natural Reaſon, improv'd by great In- 
duſtry and Diligence, to a conſiderable Degree 
of Learning and Knowledge. + 

When Moſes is ſaid to be learned in all Acts 7. 

the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, it is as much 22. 
as to ſay he was a good Scholar, well skilPd 
in prophane Arts and Sciences, and had at- 
tain'd an eminent Degree of Human Litgra- 
ture. This was the Wiſdom of the i- 
ant. This is at leaſt one probable Senſe _ 
8 1 Ee 
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The Wiſdaiz of this World 
the Apaſtle's Wards, Fer. 21. For after tha 


| is the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom 


Rom. 1. 
11 


Ver. 22. 


Stateſman and Politician; 


Knew not God, &c. i. e. By all their natural 
Light acquired Learning they could ne- 
ver arriye at the true Knowledge of Gad. 
The Apoſtle diſti es the World into the 
Greekand Barbarian,the Wiſe and Uuwiſe, i. c. 
the Learned and Uplearred. The Hſe were 
the Philoſophers of Greece and the Oratours 
of Rome. This is what the Greeks fought after - 
and expected ta find in Ur Go 1: The 
Greeks ſeek after Meſdom; ing that 
has in it profound Learning, and is agree- 
able to the Principles of heir Reaſon and 


Philoſophy. But God has choſen the 2 


things of this World, i. e. Men of little E- 
ſteem in the World, that have no Name 
either for their natural, or acquired and learn- 
ed Accompliſhments : God at firſt choſe theſe 
to e. the Wiſe, to ſilence and non- 
plus the Rabbies of the Church, and the 
Learned Philoſophers of the Age. By the 
Wiſdom then of this World, I underſtand 
that which the meer natural Man may be 
endued with, and attain unto, by his own 
Abilities, improv'd by ſevere Studies, and 
which gives him the Name and Reputation 
of a Learned Man. 
2. The Diſcoveries which theſe Learned Men © 
make, and their Contrivances for the bringing 
about that End, which they propound to them- 
elves or others. 
And here I intend the Wiſdom both of the 
and that of the 
Mora- 


made Foolifo. 4 
Moraliſt and Philoſopher, i. e. Political and 
Moral Wiſdom. The former Notion of 
worldly Wiſdom cou'd not be wholly diſre- 
_ garded, without a manifeft overlooking the 
Context. Some ſuppoſe the Apoſtle refers 
to this in that Queſtion, Where is the Wiſe ? 
i. e. the great Stateſman and Politician, 
And thoſe Paſſages in the Old Teftament, 
(Fob S. 12. Iſa. 29. 14.) which it's probable 
the Apoſtle aim'd at, when he ſays, rs 
written, do manifeſtly lead to this, as that 
. — tp yes foretold God would 
ing to ing. Taking it in 
this Senſe, by the Wiſdom = this World I 
underſtand the various Projects and Contri- 
vances of Human Policy to bring about its 
Ends. Acbit ophel was a Man fam'd for this 
Wiſdom, reputed an Oracle in his Day, and 
conſulted with as ſuch upon all Occaſions : 


His Counſel which he counſeled in thoſe Days, 2 Sam. 18. 


7 


was as if 4 Man had enquired at the Oracle 23+ 


of God, This Counſel was the Wiſdom of 
the World, the Projects and Contrivances of 
that Wiſdom to bring about a defigned End. 
The other ſort.of Worldly Wiſdom is that 
ofthe Moraliſt and Philoſopher ; and by this l 
underſtand the Rules and Diftatesof Learned 
Men for bringing Perſons to the Enjoy ment 


of true and laſting Happineſs, The Writ- - 


ings of learned Men may very properly be 
filed their Wiſdom, as thoſe of the ſacred 
Scriptures are calPd the Wiſdom of God (Luke 
11. 49.) Here it is they ſhew the utmoſt 
of their Knowledge and Skill, and give Spe- 

| cimens 
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The Wiſdom f this World 
timens of their Wiſdom, in directing Men 
to the Paths of Reſt and Happineſs. This 
being that common Centre in which all 
Mens Deſires meet, and the Port at which 
they would willingly arrive, the Wiſdom of 
this World pretends not only to tell us what 
it is, and wherein it conſiſts, but alſo how 
it may be obtain'd, and what Courſe it's ne- 
ceſſary we ſteer, in order to the arriving at 
this Haven of Reſt; tho? in all theſe things 
it's evident they are greatly at a loſs, and 
miſerably divided among themſelves. In 
this Senſe I underſtand thoſe Words of the 
Apoſtle : For it is written, I will deſtroy the 
Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring to nothing the 
Underſtanding of the Prudent : He is ſhewing 
what Way the Wiſdom of God pitch'd upon 
for Man's Happineſs and Salvation, viz; the 
Death of Chriſt. Now this Contrivance of 
Infinite Wiſdom is pronounc'd Fooliſhneſs by 
the Wiſdom of the World. The Way of ſa- 
ving us by a crucified Chriſt, to the Learned 


Greeks is Fooliſhmeſs, Ver. 18. 23. They think 


16a vain and fooliſh thing to attempt or ex- 
pef7 it this way, and will therefore ſubſti- 
tute ſomething elſe in the room of it ; and 


this I call the Wiſdom of the World, which 


God maketh fooliſh. The Theorems of 
their Moral and Practick Philoſophy, their 
Rules and: Preſcriptions of Vertue; their 
Diſcourſes of the Gods, and the Worſhip 
due to em; their Sacrifices whereby to a- 


tone and pacify them in anſwer to ſuch an 


Enquiry as that, Wherewith ſhall I come 1 
| the 


— 


ſeribes, and the Methods it makes 
the more effeliually to recommend theſe Con- 


what the Apoſt 


dom (ſays he) among 


| made F 22 
the Lord ? and bow my ſelf before the moſt high, 
&c. Thisis the Wiſdom of the World ; their 
Reaſonings and Contrivances for bringing 
Men to God, or ſecuring themſelves againſt 


him; theſe are the Thoughts of worldly ; cor. 3. 


Wiſdom, which the Lord knows are vain. 20. 
3. The Way 


which this Wiſdom pre- 
fo" of; 


le ſo often diſclaims, and in- 
finuates did very much obtain am 


trivances to the World. By this 1 intend, 


The enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom ; the 7 
Wiſdom of Men, 1 Cor. 2. 4, 5. And a- 
gain, We ſpeak Wiſdom among them that are 
perfett ;, bowbeit not the Wiſdom of this World, 
not in the Words which Man's Wiſdom teaches; 
v. 13. Coriath-was a City, that abounded 
with Philoſophers and Rhetoricians, whoſe 
Diſcourſes and Writings were full of human 
Wiſdom 4 and this Wiſdom they ſought for 
in the Goſpel. Th require 4 Sign, the 
Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom; ſomething that 
had in it profound Learning, and Oras 
tory ; —— Beauty was . to Lan- 
guage, the better to en ir Attention, 
and the more eaſily to — their Be- 
lief. The Apoſtle had an Eloquence in 
bis Preaching and Writing; We fpeak Wiſe 
them that are perfect, 
but then ſuch only as was agreeable to the 


Simplicity and Majeſty of the Goſj 


Wiſdom he diſclaims, as that 
C which 


learned Writers. The Wiſdom of Wards: 1 Cor. ry 


10 


The Wiſdom of this World 
which God would make fooliſh ; which that 


| he hath done, and how, comes now to be 


thew'd ; 
II. In what Senfe then, and how does God 


make fooliſh the Wifdom of this World ? 


That he hath done fo, is implied. in-the 
Queſtion ; Hath not God made fooliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World ? certainly he has; 

but how ? I anſwer, Not by deſtroying the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon, or the Uſe of Learn- 


ing; as if the holieſt Men muſt needs be the 


greateſt Fools : Reafon and Religion are at 


no ſuch odds, that they cannot confiſt toge- 


gether. There's no Occaſion for Men to 
lay aſide their Learning, when they enter 
into Chrift's School, nor are they requir'd to 
abandon all juſt Reaſoning and Argumenta- 
tion as carnal and uſeleſs things, when they 
come to know the Truth as it is in ng The 
converting Men to Chriſtianity don't turn 


them into Fools and Ideots. No! theſe 


are excellent in themſelves, and may 
be made very ſerviceable to Religion, whilſt 
they act minifterially, and ſerve as an 
Handmaid, to attend upon and open the 
Word, tho! without this they are all weak 
and defective. They are Gifts of God, and 
as the Spoils of the Egypt ians were dedica- 
ted to the Service of the Tabernacle, may 
be of ſingular Uſe to the Church. In the 
firſt planting of the Goſpel, God made little 


.Uſe of theſe things; the Want of them be- 


ing ſupplied by extraordinary Gifts and im- 
mediate 


made Fboliſb. 


mediate Inſpiration; without Learning the 

Apoſtles were able to ſpeak in divers 

Tongues. But when no ſuch immediate In- 

ſpiration can be expected or pretended to, 

it muſt be great Weakneſs to ſuppoſe that 

God, by making fooliſh the Wiſdom of 

this World, has deſtroy'd either the Exer- 

ciſe of Reaſon, or the Neceſſity and Uſeful- 

neſs of Learning, No Man can diſcredit 

Human Learning, but he muſt at the ſame 

time diſparage his own Underſtanding. It's 

an Attempt, ſays an ingemous * Perſon, that * preface 

would be impracticable; becauſe if well to Refledi- 

done, it muſt be by Arguments drawn from en 

the Store- Houſe of Learning; and then at — 

the ſame time we are reaſoning againſt it, we 

are really arguing for it, and prove the Uſe- 

fulneſs of what we pretend to decry. If it's ill 

done, and the Performance be unlearned, it's 

to no purpoſe, and might as well have been 

let alone, and ſhews withal the Need of what 

weare denying, But then it may be too 

much magnified, and is ſo when Men are 

fond of their Learning, to the Loſs of their 

Religion, It muſt not be ſuffer*d to uſurp, 

but taught its Duty, and kept in its Place, 

Here we muff deny our ſelves, not affect to 

ſnew it, nor value our ſelves too much upon 

it; but if any Man among you ſeemeth to be x Cor. 3. 

wiſe, in the Wiſdom and Learning of this World, 18. 

let him become a Fool, as to this, that he 

be wiſe indeed, according to and with the Wiſ- 

dom of God, for God maketh fooliſh the Wiſdom 

of this World 3 Le. he declares and marufeſts it A, 
| C 2 to 
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Pſal. 83. 
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1 Cor. 1. 
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ftroy the Wiſdom 


The Wiſdom of this World 

to be fooliſh, inſulſe and unſavoury, havi 
nothing in it that's excellent, compar'd wi 
the Wiſdom of God and Knowledge of 
Chriſt. He infatuates this Wiſdom, pours 
Contempt upon it, and proves it to be er- 
rant Folly, And this he doth various 
1. By diſappoiming the Devices of carnal 
Wiſtom and Pol a The Wildon of the 
World takes crafty Counſel againſt God's Peo- 
ple, and conſults gainſt his hidden ones, 
ſaying, Come and let us cut them off from be- 
ing a Nation, that the Name of Urael be no 
more in Remembrance: And vain Man thinks 
himfelf ſo wiſe, and his Schemes ſo well con- 
certed, that nothing ſhall be able to hinder 
their Execution. But it's written, I will de- 
of the Wiſe, and bring te no- 
thing the Underſtanding of the Prudent > where 
is the Wiſe ? The great Stateſman and Poli- 
tician ; what's become of him and his well 


\ concerted Schemes? Hath not God made foo- 


Job 5. 
12. 
Prov. 21. 


25. 


liſh the Wiſdom of the World ? and this, by 
giving them up to fooliſh and deftruttive 
Counſels, which tend to their own Ruin, or 
turning the wiſeſt Counſels into Fooliſhnefs, 
and not ſuffering them to be follow'd, where 
he takes the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and 


carries the Counſel of the Froward headlong ; 


for there is no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, nor 
Counſel againſt the Lord, He fruſtrates tht 
Tokens of Liars, makes Diviners mad; he turnt 
the wiſe Men backwards, and makes their Know- 
trdge faoliſh, Pharoah went 


cunningly to 


work, 


ade Kab. 


WY having a Deſign to wear out the 
whole Race E Iſrael, that there might not 
be ſo much as the Name of an //7aelite left; 
pr be = oh G come on, _—_ deal Exod. 1. 
wiſely with t left they multiply ; do all we 1% · 
y b —— a o keep chem —_ left 

row erous ir Numbers, & c. 
. the Wiſdom of the World, and 
its Politick Contrivanees ; but obſerve how 
God made this foolith ; he baff d the whole 
Deſign, and made it 'work quite contrary 
to a Expettation ; for the more he gf- 
flicted them, the more they grew. What 
he deſign'd "ſhould in time root out the 
whole Race, ferv'd only to encreafe their 
Number, 

Achitophel was a deep Politician, a Man 
of a long Head, the Oracle of his Day for 2 Sam. 
Wiſdom ; this render'd Ab/alom's Conſpira- 14. 

againſt David the more formidable and 

| en but God made fooliſh this Man's 

Wi by turning his Counſel backwards 

to his . Ruin, and „ 10 Overthrow, 
for God was purpos d to deſtrey it. 

Haman was à daring Man, and a bitter E- 
nemy to the Fews, againſt whom he devisd 
an evil Device, which proſper'd for a while ; 
but tho he began to build. he was not able 
to finiſh; his Politick Contrivance only 
_— e to the Gallows, and rais'd | 

» ; defig'd to ruin. He cm- . . | 
— Miſchief, but brought forth Vanity. He : 
made a Pit, 24 Ae. * * fell 2. the r4,15,168 
buch hich he had made, "His Aj ve 


- 
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turn d upon his own Head, and his violent 
Dealing came down upon his own Pate. Such 
Things as theſe God has done, and proceeds 
to do in the Courſe of his Providence. For 
Sſa. 29, the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men. (hall periſh, and 
£4,15,16. the Underſtanding of their prudent Men ſhall 
be hid, Woe therefore to them that ſeek deep 
to hide their Counſel from the Lord, and their 
Works are in the dark, and they ſay, Who 
ſeeth us? And who knoweth us ? Surely your 
turning things upſide-down ſhall be as the 
Potters Clay; your ſubtle Devices are eaſily 
alter'd, as the Clay by the Hands of the Pot- 
ter. For the Lord bringeth to nought the Coun- 
ſel of the Heathen, he maketh the Devices of the 
People of none Effect; but the Counſel of the 
| Lord ſtund eth for ever, and the Thoughts of his 
Heart to all Generations. | 
2. By evidencing the Inſufficiency of buman 
| Wiſdom, to condutt Men to true Happineſs ;, in 
| that it cannot furniſh them with any account 
at all of many things they are concern'd to 
know, nor give them diſtinct and ſatisfact 
Notions,even of thoſe things they are not . 
together ignorant of. For Inſtance, 
1ſt. The Wiſdom of this World could ne- 
ver diſcover nor bring Men to the Know- 
ledge of the true God. Some Notions indeed 
they had of the ſupream Being; but how 
dark and confus'd, is evident to any one that 
enquires into this Matter; which makes 
good the Apoſtle's Obſervation, That the 
World by Wiſdom knew not God. How wiſe 


ſo ever they thought and profeſs'd them- 
| 2 ſelves, 


ſelves, herein they ſhew'd their Weakneſs 
and Folly ; that they never could of them- 
ſelves, and by all their Wiſdom and Philo- 
ſophy come to the true Knowledge of their 
Creator, tho! it's certain he was not far from 
any of them, for in him they liv'd and mov d, 
and had their Being. Tho” the Works of 
Nature in every part of em ſafficiently e- 
videnc'd a Deity, either the World made 
ſo little uſe of their Reaſon, that they ſaw 
him not at all, when by the Impreſſions of 
himſelf he was eaſy to be found ; or at beſt, 
never attained by all their natural Light and 
Contemplation, ſuch a Knowledge of God, 
as freed em from the groſſeſt Conceptions 
of him, and was ſufficient to bring them at 
preſent to a Life of Holineſs, or to a State 
of Happineſs hereafter, We may tumble 
over the Books of all the Philoſophers, and 
yet never by theſe come to frame juſt Noti- 
ons of God in our Mind, ſo fooliſh and con- 
temptible is the Wiſdom of the World ; and 
therefore it pleaſes God by the Fooliſhneſs 
of preaching, to ſave them that belieye. 
2dly. The Wiſdom of this World can 
give no juſt nor ſatisfactory Account of the 
Entrance of Sin; Some thing indeed may, 
and cannot but be perceiv'd by this Light, of 
the Diſorder and Irregularity of the human 
Soul ; the Diſeaſe is not altogether hid from 
them ; there is ſomething in us, ſays A- 
riſtotle, repugnant to right Reaſon, It's 
Auguſtine's Obſervation; this Tully ſaw the 
Thing, the Diſeaſe, but knew not the Cauſe. 


None 
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None of the wiſe Men of this World could 
ever of themſelves hit upon Sin's true Ge- 
nealogy ; ſomething they felt of the Di- 
ſeaſe, but could never yet find out how and 
which way they took the Infection. They 
ſee chemſelves in a Pit, but know not who 
threw them in. The Original Cauſe and 
Manner of Sin's Traduction, they know no- 
thing of, And as this Wiſdom could not 
hit upon the Cauſe, ſo nor, 
3a4ly, Find out the Cure of this Diſeaſe, 
The moſt exact Infight into natural Cauſes 
and Effects, leaves the Mind ignorant of true 
Happineſs, and the Way to attain it, Men 
waſt their Candle in vain, whilſt ſearching 
after it by this Light; all their Contrivan- 
ces to ſubdue their Paſſions, quiet their 
Conſciences, to expiate their Sins, and ap- 
peaſe their Deities, are at the beft, vain and 
trifling, in many Inftances of them mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd. The Morality of the 
Gentiles was evidently defective herein; 
their Philoſophy ſeem'd to have ſpent its 
Strength, and done its utmoſt, yet was not 
ſufficient nor effectual to Man in this im- 
perfect State. Some of em indeed had 


juſter Notions of God, the Soul, and fu- 


ture Retributions than others; and in ſome 
of their Writings, are found fine Strokes and 
ſcatter'd Sayings ; yet even the beft of em 


expreſs d themſelves too doubtfully to be 


depended on, and were far from arriving at 
any thing that could ſettle the Mind of Man 
in the Diſcharge of his Duty, * 


eateſt — and ess 
The 25 itutions were ſo very uncertain and 
ſhppery, a Man could not find any thing fta- 
ble enoug h whereon fo fix his Foot, 'and 
prevent endleſs Doubts” and Wavering. 
Belides' many of dem eſpous d Principles 
manife falſe and abſurd , ſerving 
only to expoſe the Folly of their Authors : 
As that Ml the Blefſedneſs we proſecute 
in the Courſe of Vertue, was to be enjoy d 
in this mortal Life; and to fay a Man was 
happ after Death, was altogether abſurd: 
h Rules and Preſcriptions they Hur 
e Vertue, that it's hard to 3 

it is. Some tauglit that, in order make 


Men happy, they muſt live up to Nature, 


endeavour to be 2 and powerful, and e- 
very thing that was eaſ 
Humanity, and be ſolutely unconcern'd at 
any ching chat ſhould befal em. Others came 
to queſtion all, and think nothing was true or 
fa e, good or evil; and that Happineſs lay 
in a perfect Indifference, pretending even in 
Torments to feel no Pain, and to taſt Hap- 
ineſs, and not be affected with Pleafare, 
uf what is this Chaff to the Wheat * Yes, 
what are all their moſt celebrated Theoremsꝭ 
to Divine Inftitutions and Goſpel Rules 7 
The Lord knows, the Thoughts ＋ 


vances of worldly Wiſdom and Learning, 


for the bringing Men to God and Happi- 


neſs in him, are fooliſh in themſelves, aud 


profitable” to them. Whoever will collect 
D the 


diveſtthemſe lues ot Aeli 


* 


the Wiſe 1 Cot. 3. 
that they are vain. That the beſt Contti- 29. 
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the moral Rules of Philoſophers, and com- 
pare them with what is contain'd in the 
ſacred Scriptures, will eaſily obſerve how 
wide the Difference is, and that God, 
by giving ſo much better an Inſtituti- 
on, has made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this 

World. If they had ſo much Light as to 
perceive their own Wandrings, they knew 
not how to remedy theſe Diſorders, nor re- 
turn into the Way for want of a proper Guide. 
They were not agreed among themſelves 
wherein that Happineſs conſiſted, which th 
were in the Purſuit of. Their different Opi- 
nions concerning it were ſo extravagantly. 
multiplied, that they amounted to no leſs than 

Aug. de 288, according to ' Auguſtine's Obſervation 

Civitat. from Yarro. And if the Difference concerning 

* 19. the ultimate End, in which, if in any thing, 

| © the commonSenſeof Mankind ſhould agree, 

| was ſo great; we may eaſily imagine what 

Agreement there was like to be among 

them, concerning the way and means of at- 

taining it. We find all their moral Philoſo- 
phy, their beſt Ethicks ſtrangely puzzl'd and 
confus'd, for want of the Aſſiſtance of a par- 
ticular Divine Revelation; tho' theſe Sparks 
ſtruck out of the Light of Nature might give 
em ſome Direction, they fail'd all Mankind as 
| Ziaſona- 3 PErfetk Rule. A celebrated Writer, after 

bleneſs of he has imputed the Barbariſm of the World 
| Chriſtia- to the crafty Management of Prieſts, yet 


1 , Pag owns it's too hard a thing for Reaſon to eſta- 
|”. bliſk Morality in all its Parts upon its true 
Foundations, with a clear and re 


— 
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Light. We ſee, ſays he, how unſucceſs- 
ful in this the Attempts of Philoſo- 
phers were before our Saviour's time. 
How ſhort their Syſtems came of a true 

and compleat Morality is very viſible. And 
again, whatever was the Cauſe, it's plain 

in Fact, that human Reaſon unaſſiſted, 
fail'd Men in its great and proper Buſineſs 
of Moralitxyx. 

3. By leaving Men to the Condutt of their own 
Wiſdom, and ſuffering them to run into the groſ- 
ſeſt Follies and Abſurdities, Let any Man be 
left to his own Wiſdom, and it will ſoon ſhew 

it ſelf to be errant Folly. When Saul acted un- 
der the Condutt of his own Underſtanding, 

Samuel tells him he play'd the Fool. God turns 
wiſe Men backward,and maketh their Know- 
ledge fooliſh, by leaving them to themſelves, 
and giving them up to their own Counſels, 
which will always prove ruinous and de- 
ſtruttive. Nothing will be more vain and 

. abſurd in its Imaginations, than the Wiſdom 
of Man when left to it felf, as appears, 

Inits Determinations, both concerning the 
World, and the Creator of it. 

Concerning the World. The Wiſdom of 
Man fancies it to be eternal; or the Product 
of mere Chance and blind Fortune, owing its 
Original to a caſual and fortuitous Concourſe 
of Atoms jumbled together, and falling no 
one knows how, into ſuch a regular Order 
and Syſtem, Is this indeed to be wiſe? Or. / 
rather could any thing be more abſurd and 
irrational? Is it not evident from hence, that 
D 2 the 


f ert. 


pro Font. 


they could not fully 


ic, Orat. to F urn. Cicero pleadin 


The Wiſdom bf this World 
the Wiſdom of the World is fooliſh ? And it 


ever will be fo when left to it ſelf. - 


The Imaginations of human Wiſdom are 
no leſs vain, concerning. God himſelf, his 
Nature, Worſhip, and Providence. The 
„ Heithehs profeſſin 'rhenfetes to be wiſe, u- 
ſurping to chen elves both. the Name and 
Thing, as if Wiſdom muſt needs live and 
die with them, being left to themſelves, 
became the moſt fooliſh vf Creatures in their 
Reaſonings and Imaginat ions, changing the 
Gtory bf rhe Inrurruptibiie God, into an Imare 
mage like to corruptibie Adum, and Birds, and 

our footed Beaſts, anil creepinn Things. They 
debas'd the gtorious Deity, by forming the 
moſt unworthy Conceptrons'of him, and per- 
forming to him fach Acts of Worship, as 
were neither fit for a reaſonable Creature to 
offer, nor the Divine Being to accept. They 
concluded, that the Gods muſt be tbe 
for the Sins of Men, and fell into the Notion 

of Sacrifices for Atonement and becauſe 
perſwade themfelves, 
that this could be done by the. Blood of 
Beaſts, they were content to do it with the 
Lives of Men. In Africa, as Fertullian'tells 
us, they ſacrificd their Children to Sæurn 
Another tells us, that when the Curthegini am 
were overcome by Apathbeles, King of the 
Siciliunt, to appeaſe their incenſed Deities, 
they Racriſioec two hundred noble Mens Som 
ng for Fonteius, won't 
allow the — of the Guuls in the 
„ chay wore People that made 
it 


malle Fooliſ. 


it a Part of their Religion, when under any 


Fear or Diſtreſs, to def the Altars and 
Temples of their Gods with Human Sacri- 
fices, and retain'd to that Day the barbarous 
and cruel Cuſtom of ſacrificing Mev... Of all 


which we have a particular Repreſentation 

in that anxious Enquiry, and the Anſwer: | 
to it, Ac. 6. 6, . Wherewith ſhall. I come 

before the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the moſt 


High God? Shall I come before him with Burnt- 

ringe, with Caves of a Year old? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of Rams, or with 
Ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil ? Shall I giue 


my Firſt- born for my Tranſgreſſton, the Fruit of 


my Body for the Sin of my Soul? Such im- 
practicable and barbatous Propoſals; under a 
Senſe of Sin, and Fear of Puniſhment, plain- 
ly evidence the Darkneſs and Folly of Hu- 
man Wiſdom in the Matters of Religion. 

And they became no leſs vain in their 
Imaginations concerning the Providence of 


laugh d at, That the chief Power hath the 
Care'of Mankind, -or takes any Notice of 
his Affairs: Can we believe, ſays he, that the 
ſhould be polluted with fo fordid and troublefome 
a Service? And towards the latter End of 
that Chapter, to ſnew the Thoughts he had 


of God himſelf, tells us, it's the chief Com- 


fort of imperfect Nature in Man, that God 
can't do all things; and among ſeveral 
things he reckons up as Inſtances of it, theſe 
dre ſome, That he can't give mortal Men an 

| | Eter- 


God : One of the Learned among the Hea- Plin.lib.z. 
thens, reckons it a thing to be derided and c. 7- P. 10. 
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Eternity, nor call back the Dead, &c. Well 
Ila. 47.10 may it be ſaid, Thy Knowledge and thy Wiſ- 
dom hath perverted thee ; this high Conceit of 
thy own” Wiſdom hath miſled thee, and car- 
ried thee into the Way of Sin and Deſtructi- 
Rom. 1. en. Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, pretend- 
33. ing to it, and glorying in it, they ſhew them- 
Job 4. 21.ſelves to be Fools, and die at laſt without Wiſ- 
Jer. 8.8. dom. How then do you ſay, we are wiſe? Is 
it not manifeſt, that the Wiſdom of this 
World is Fooliſhneſs? Whenever Men are 
to ſhape' a Religion to themſelves by the 
Light, and under the Conduct of their own 
Reaſon, they run into a thouſand Follies, 
and, notwithſtanding all their Pretences 
to, and Boaſts of Wiſdom, by the Vanity 
of their Imaginations ſhew themſelves 
Fools, 
4. By eftabliſhing ſuch a Syſtem of Truths, 
as the Wiſdom of this World could never have 
pitchd on without a particular Revelation. 
There are many things in the Goſpel fo 
much out of the way, that no Human Wiſ- 
dom could once have had a Thought of, un- 
Jeſs God had reveal'd *em to us by his Word, 
The great Doctrine of Salvation by an In- 
carnate God, obeying and dying in our Na- 
ture and Place, was a Contrivance could ne- 
ver have enter'd into the Heart of Man, 
how fruitful ſoever in other Inventions. To 
contrive a Way wherein God's Honour 
might be effectually ſecur'd, and Man's Safe. 
ty at the ſame time as fully provided for; 
and then to find out a Perſon fit for, _ 
equal 


gazing at em, as things too big to be ralf o 
y 


mad eFooliſb. Sc 
equal to this Undertaking, is a Difficulty 
that would have nonpluſt the Wiſdom of 
all the Angels in Heaven, and much more 
of all the Men on Earth, 

| This is Nodus Deo vindice dignus, The 
Thoughts of the wiſeſt Men could never 
have waded into 'this Depth. Herein ap- 


pears the manifold - Wiſdom of God; and 


this makes fooliſh the Wiſdom of the World 

being ſo much above its reach. This lay hid 
in God, as a Plot that could never have been 
form'd in the Womb of any created Under- 
ſtanding : It far tranſcends its utmoſt reach. 
The moſt enquiring Genius could never have 
hit upon it. It might as ſoon have enter'd 
into the Head of an Iſraelite, that the look- 
ing to a Brazen Serpent erected on a Pole, 
ſhould heal the Wounds given him by a fiery 
Serpent ; as it could have enter'd into the 


Heart of Man to imagine, that the Stripes of 


a dying Perſon ſhould be the healing of thoſe 


Wounds, which Sin had cauſed in the Souls 
of Men. 


5. By propounding thoſe Truths to our Belief, 
which the Wiſdom of e Man cannot fully com- 
prehend, even when they are reveal d. Now 
that the great Truths of the Goſpel are 


brought to light, ſuch as the Do ærines of the 


Trinity, Incarnation of the Eternal Word, 


133 by another's Righteouſneſs, the 
Refurreftionofthe ſame Body from the Dead, 


Cc. how does the Wiſdom of Man ſtand 


— 
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by its hort Span, When our Tine has ruf 
its utmoſt Length, we muſt fit down op the 
Brink, and with Amazement cry out, Oh 
the Depth! Such Knowledge is too won- 
derful for us. The Wiſdom of Man is ſo 
fir from diſcovering them, that when they 
are reyeaP'd, it cannot comprehend them. 
Theſe are Diſcoveries altogether ſupernatu- 
ral,  Moft, if not all Attempts of Learned 
Men to explain the Modus of em, eſpecially 
that of the Trinity, and to accommodate 
them to the Reaſon and Reach of Man, 4ar- 
Fen at leaſt, if they don't give up, the very 
thing we contend for, and they pretend tg 

. Theſe Doftrines, as one obſerv 
are Hke a Temple fild with Smoke, whi 
not only hinders the View of the quickeſt 
Eye; but Hurts the Sight of ſuch as dare 
with an undue Curioſity pry into them. 
Thus by revealing what 15 far exceeds our 
enſion, and obliging us to believe 
things fo much above our Reaſon, tho? not 
contrary to it, God makes fooliſh the Wiſ- 
dom of this World, _— 
6. By afting in a way ſo very different from, 
and contrary to the Methods, which Humas 
Miſdom would dict ate in our Salvation. God 
will have thoſe 71 7 upon his own Pro- 
:ceedings, which ſhall diftinguiſh them from 
all Human Contriyances whatſoever, The 
Wiſdom of this World ſhall never chatk out 
a Way for him to walk in. His Deſigns are 
not laid according to the Schemes o _ 


— 


made Fooliſh. 


but purſued in Methods ſuitabletotheGreat- 


neſs of his on Wiſdom, that the leſs of 
Man, and the more of himſelf. might a 
pear in them; and to make good what 


ſpeaks by the Prophet, My Thoughts are not as 

our Thoughts, nor my Ways as your Mays; but 
= Ways and Methods of bringi Sing Man to 
Happineſs, are as much above, — as wide- 
ly different from your Ways, as the Hea- 
vens are diſtant from and above the Earth, 
And this in ſundry Inſtances. 

1. In the Perſon appointed to be the Saviour 
and Redeemer of his People. The Bleſſed 
God from everlaſting determin'd to glo 
himſelf in reſcuing a Number of eAdam's 
Poſterity from thoſe Miſeries into which the 
firſt A plung d both himſelfand them. 
But how ſhall this be effected? Which 
way ſhall this glorious be brought a- 
— ? Conſult the Wiſdom of this World; 
let Human Policy be heard, and it's pro- 
bable we ſhall be told, it muſt be done by 
the Appearance of ſome great and extraor- 
dinary Perſon upon the Stage of the World, 


with the Pomp and Grandeur of a Prince, 
to anſwer the Character, and command che 


Reſpett of a Deliverer. Let him have a 
numerous Train to attend him, powerful 


Armies to fight for him, and large Revenues 
to reward his Followers; let him live in the 


utmoſt Splendour, and be reverenc d by all 


for his Wiſdom and Power, Authority and 


* c. 
E. Ac- 
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According to Human Policy, when Chrift 


came into the World, he muſt have atted 


ſuch a Part as this. It fir, faid one of the 
Heathens, that i the Son of God come into the 
World, he appear . as the Sun, which renders it 

elf conſpicuous by its own Lieht. 
1 Nr Bod 5 fooliſn the Wiſdom of 
this World, by acting juſt the Reverſe to its 
Dictates. He faves us indeed by a Great 
and Renowned Perſon ; but one that is not 
ſo in outward Appearance, and the World's 
Account. He ſends his own Son, but un- 
der thoſe Circumſtances, which render him 
very unlikely, and in the Judgment of Man's 
Wiſdom very unfit, to be a Deliverer. He 
was born of poor Parents, and in a very 
mean way ; deſcended from a Family, which 
at that Time made no Figure in the World; 
the Prince's Sceptre being turned into the 
Carpenter's Ax. He entred and acted upon 
the Stage of the World under the greateſt 
outward Diſadvantages, ſo that his own re- 
ceived him not : They did not know him, 
would not acknowledge him : this was not 
the Meſſiah they looked for. They ſaw no 
Form nor Comelineſs in him; no outward 
Advantages or ſenſible Glory, to attract 
their Eyes, and command their Reſpect: 


They refus'd him, as an unfit Stone to be 
laid in the Foundation of God's Building. 


They could not think a Carpenter's Son a 
proper Perſon to build God's Houſe; that a 
Man ſo long hid among Chips was born — 
2K = | b 
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fit upon the Royal Throne of Iſrael; that 


Hands always us'd to hew Logs of Timber, 
were made to wield the Sceptre of Heaven 
and Earth; and one that wanted all neceſ- 
ſary Education, ſhould be the Prophet of 


God's People; A Meſſiah and a King living 
in Poverty and Perſecution, and dying the 


Death of a Slave and Malefactor, they cou'd 
not put together. | | 
But this very Perſon thus rejected by the 


Builders, God made the Head of the Cor- 


ner, and by atting herein the Reverſe to all 
Human Policy, made fooliſh the Wiſdom of 
this World. gde 

2. In the Means by which, and the Manner 
wherein this Deliverance is brought about. 
After a poor inglorious Life, this Deliverer 
ſubmits to an ignominious and accurfed 
Death : The very Perſons he came to deli- 
ver, crucified him as an Impoſtor ; and the 
Enemies he came to ſubdue, ſeem'd to tri- 
umph over him as impotent. 

Now what more contemptible in it ſelf, 
and oppoſite thanthis, to Senſe and Reaſon ? 
The Wiſdom of the World pronounces this 
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Fooliſhneſs, and declares it an Abſurdity too 1 Cor. 1. 


great to be received by Men of Senſe. 23. 


Such a Man as this fave us! and ſave 
us in fuch a Way ! Is it likely that he 
ſhould fave others, that could not, or how- 
ever did not ſave himſelf? Can the Sa- 
viour's Death be the Sinner's Life? Muſt 
we depend upon him for Deliverance from 
Sin and Death, who himſelf fell under the 

E 2 Power 
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Power of both? Can another's dying on 4 
Croſs, and deſcending into the Grave, be 


the Means of bringing up a loſt World to 
Life and Immortality ? ? How abſurd and 


ridiculous is this ? What can be more incre- 


dible and unhkely ? Who can hear it, and 
not be ſhock'd at the Report ? Can this 
ever be the Way of ſaving a loſt World, 
ſays Human Wiſdom? Yes! anſwers the 
Wiſdom of God, this 1s my Way of ſaving 
Sinners ; and tho? you call it Fooliſhnefs, it 
is the Wiſdom and Power of God to every 
one that believes, and is ſaved. It's by this 
I make fooliſh all your Wiſdom, fo ordering 
it that Death ſhall [be the Means of Life, — 
Shame the Path —_— _ You: ſhall be 
heal'd by Stripes, mo the Croſs, 
comforted by — — by — 
advanced by Diſgrage, and quickned by 
Death. And thus the Wiſdom of this 
World is made fooliſh, God acting in this 
_ Affair ſo contrary to all its Rules and 


8. Tb Wiſdom of this World is made fooliſh 
by the e Methods which God takes for the pre- 
wailing with Men to accept this Salvation, viz. 
The Preaching of the Croſs, and that = a 
crucified manner, If Men are to be 
yated to the Obedience of Chriſt, and = 
ſubject to the Faith of the Goſpel, rhe Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the World would ſuppoſe it muſt 


be done by Might and Power. But the Wea- 
Cor. 10. pons of our Warfare are not carnal. Chriſt's 
 Yitories are not won by Force of Arms, es 


made Fool:fþ. 
the Power of the Spirit ; not by Might nor 
Power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord. 
The Redeemer of Souls captivates thou- 
ſands to himſelf, without drawing any o- 
ther Sword, than that of the Spirit. If the 
World is to be turn'd up- ſide- down, it's by 
the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, The great 
Revolutions in Chriſt's Kmgdomare brought 
about without Blows or Blood-ſbed, The 
ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan are diſmantled, 
not by the thundring of Canons, but the ſoft 
Whiſpers of Grace, and the gentle Breathings 
of the Word and Spirit; as unlikely a thing 
in the Eyes of Men, as the throwing down 
Fericho's Walls, by the Sound of Rams-horns, 
By this Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, this ſim- 
ple, fooliſh, needleſs thing, as it's account- 
ed by many, it pleaſes God to ſave them 
that believe. To this add, That the Goſpel 
was tobe preach'd in a crucified manner, If 
ſuch great things muſt be perform'd by theſe 
Means, then according to the Wiſdom of 
this World, it muſt be done with all the 
Beauty of Language, and the Arts of Ora- 
tory. No, fays the Apoſtle, My Preachin 
wat not with the enticing Words of Man's Wif- 
dom, but in the Evidence and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit, that I might commend my ſelf to 
the Conſciences of Men, and their Faith 
might not ſeem to ſtand in the Miſdem of 
Man, but the Power of Gad; for Divine 
Truthsneed not the meretricious Ornaments 
of human Paint, but ſhine beſt in their own 
Native Beauty, 


4. By 
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4. By the Inftruments which God makes . uſe 
of and employs in this great Deſign. The Wiſ⸗ 
om of this World would ſuppoſe this great 
Revolution muſt be brought about by Men 
of Power and Authority, or at leaſt by Perſons 
of the moſt refined Parts and greateſt Accom- 
pliſhments ;, Satan chuſes oft times the ſub. 
tleſt Men, and the moſt learned, deſiring, 
as Auſtin once told a learned young Man, 
to uu his Cauſe by ſuch bright Ornaments, 
and gain it Credit by their Reputation, 
whom he employs for its Support. 
But infiead: of Philoſophersand Stateſmen, 
in the firſt planting of the Goſpel, our Lord 
made Choice of a few Fiſhermen to do his 
Work in the World ; Men of a mean Rank 
and Condition, without the adventitious 
Helps of human Learning, that knew no 
Language but that of their Native Coun- 
trey. A Dozen illiterate, naked, unarmed 
Men, are ſent out to turn the World upſide- 
down, and bring Perſons to renounce thoſe 
Idolatries in which they had been born and 


bred all their Days, and liſt themſelves un- 


der a new Maſter, and he a crucified one. 
Now this it might be thought, is to affront 
the World: Are theſe few ſilly Men the 


' Perſons that muſt be ſent on ſuch an Errand ? 


Are they fit to confound Judaiſm, over-turn 
Paganiſm, and alienate the Minds of Men 
from thoſe ſeveral Opinions, which had 


been rooted in them by Education, and 


eftabliſh'd by a long Succeſſion ? 
8 But 


made Fooliſh. 
But theſe are the Men whom the Wiſdom 
of God thought fit to make uſe of upon this 


Occaſion, how contrary and abſurd ſoever 
it may appear to the Methods of Human 
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Wifdom. You ſee your Calling, Brethren, 1. e. 1 Cor. 1. 
what Methods God takes, what Inſtruments 25, 26. 


he makes uſe. of in calling you; Not many 
mighty, not many noble, not many wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, are employ'd in calling you; 
but God hath choſen the fooliſh Things of this 
World, to confound the Wiſe ;, baſe things, and 
things deſpiſed, and which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are. Theſe ſhall confound 
and put to Silence all the learned Doctors 
and Rabbies of the Age ; and thus without 
the Wiſdom of the World, God makes foo- 
liſh the Wiſdom of it. 

J. The Perſons, which for the moſt part, 
are perſwaded and prevail'd upon to embrace 
the Chriſtian Faith, is another Inſtance of 
this. If God deſigns to acquire a Reputati- 
on and Credit to his Cauſe, he will ſure, 
ſays the Wiſdom of the World, call in the 
great ones of the Earth, and Men of Learn- 
ing to ſupport it by the Forceof their Autho. 
rity, and the Influence of their Examples, 
Religion will need Men of Learning to ſup- 
port it by their Arguments, and Men of Power 
to defend it by their Arms: But God's Ways 
are not as Man's, nor his Thoughts as ours. 
He maketh fooliſh the Wiſdom of the World, 
by acting herein contrary to its Dictates. 

Tho' he reſerves a Liberty to himſelf, and 
ſometimes goes out of his way, to ſave ſome 


of 
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of the noble and mighty, and wiſe ones of 
the World, yet ordinarily the Poor have the 
Goſpel preach'd to em, and are made to 
receive it. OurSaviour gives folemn Thanks 
to his Father, that he had hid theſe things from 
the Wiſe and Prudent, and reveal'd em uno 
Babes. Many wiſe Philoſophers, with all 
their Learning, have been thruſt down to 
Hell, when a poor unlearned Chriſtian, not- 
withſtanding his Ignorance of other things, 
— exalted — Heaven. * | | 
6. The Doftrines he requires tobe t unto, 
and receiv d by his — — vs jad hoes 
this, When the Wiſdom of the World is to 
ape a Religion, it ſhall be fo contriv'd asto 
make it eaſily go down ; Aahomet's Cup is 
made luſcious and ſweet, knowing Men are 
ſoon prevail'd upon to eſpouſe what gratifies 
the Fleſh, and will eaſily deliver themſelyes 
into the Hands of thoſe Opinions, that offer 
fair Quarter to their Luſts. Or if in this, or 
any other Conſtitution, as that of Popery, 
fome Auſterities ſhonld be preſcrib'd, it fix- 
es Man upon his own Bottom, by making 
them meritorious; and as the one gratiſies 
his Lufts, the other feeds his Pride. Men 
are willing to be at fome Expence and Trou- 
ble in Religion, may they have the Honour 
of ſaving themſelves. ==: 
But the Goſpel is a Myſtery of Godlineſs. 
it lays the Ax to the Root of every Luſt; 
teaches and enables Men to deny all — 
godlineſs; to hve ſoberly, righteouſly an 
godly in this prefent World. Tho? it affirms 
| our 
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our being juſtified by another's Righteouſ- 
neſs, (for by one Man's Obedience, many 
are made 8 yet it maintains the 
Neceſſity o 

ges Men to the Exerciſe of a univerſal Holi- 
neſs, as that, without which no Man ſhall ſee 
the Lord; and yet, to hide Pride from Men, 
teaches them after all, to acknowledge they 
are but unprofitable Servants. 

In a word, the Diſciples of our Lord pro- 
claim'd a Doctrine moſt repugnant to Fleſh 
and Blood, and directly oppoſite to Mens 
worldly Intereſts. They, as well as their 
Maſter, prepar'd Men to expect Troubles, 
Afflictions and Perſecutions ; exhorted them 
toa Contempt of the World ; to deny them- 
ſelves, as to their Honour, Eaſe, and pre- 
ſent Intereſts, and follow the Lamb where- 
ſoever he went. They recommended Hu- 
mility to a proud World; and of an uncha- 
ritable World re uir'd Love even to 
their Enemies; and taught a revengeful 
World to receive and forgive Injuries, & r. 


and what could there be in all this to re- 


commend it ſelf to Mankind ? But thus God 
made fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World. 


7. This appears in the Encouragements pro- 


pounded to thoſe that embrace theſe Doftrines, 
and ſubmit to ſuch Precepts. Human Policy 
directs a Scheme, wherein all worldly Ad- 
vantages ſhall be propounded to the Votaries 


of Religion, In the Account of worldly 


Wiſdom, it would be neceſſary for Chrift to 
attemper his Doctrine to Mens ſenſual In- 
| F clinations 


ood Works, and ftriftly obli- 
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clinations and worldly Intereſts ; and there- 
fore tomake large Promiſes of Riches, Ho- 
nours, Pleaſure and Eaſe, to thoſe that moſt 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by a Proficiency in his 
Doctrine, and a Zeal for his Service. Did all 
Preferments lie on the ſide of Religion, and 
were this the ſureſt way to riſe in the World; 
might his Diſciples and Followers expect for 
that Reaſon, to have Places and Preferments 
to be made great and honourable, Lords and 
Nobles, to wear Stars and Garters; many 
would then embrace his Religion, as the 
Shechemites ſubmitted even to Circumciſion, 
for the ſake of that worldly Advantage they 
hoped to reap by it. 

But herein God makes fooliſh the Wiſdom 
of this World ; he bribes no Men into his 
Meaſures by the Proſpetts of outward Ad- 
vantage: He gives them no ExpeCtation of 
a Crown, but prepares them for the Croſs, If 
any Man will come after me, let him deny him- 
ſelf, and take up his Croſs. So far is he from 
giving him any Reaſon to expect he ſhall 
gain the Treaſures he has not, by his Profeſ- 

on of Religion, he prepares him to part with 
even thoſe that he has for the ſake of the Go- 
ſpel. The way of ſtrict Religion don't lead 
to Honour and Preferments in Kings Courts, 
but ſometimes to Priſons, Dungeons, Ba- 
niſhment, and Death it ſelf, It's obſerv'd 
almoſt every one on this Occaſion, that 

in the Primitive Times there was hardly a 
Tribunal to which the Chriſtians were not 


cited, or a Torture which they did nos en- 
ur . 
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dure. The Doctrines of the Goſpel never 
court the Senſes, nor at all gratify the Fleſh, 
by promiſing the Splendour of Life, the Pro- 
fits of the World, or the Pleaſures of Sin: 
But teach us rather to be crucified to all 
theſe, and content our felves with a Re- 
compence at preſent in Spiritual Comforts, 
and hereafter with that of an Heavenly Inhe- 
ritance, 

Now this, ſays the Wiſdom of the World, 
is the moſt abſurd thing imaginable; who 
will ever be Diſciples upon theſe Terms ? 
But herein God makes fooliſh the Wiſdom 
of this World, 

He propounds the trueſt Pleaſures in his 
Service here, and the Fulneſs of Pleaſure in 
his Preſence hereafter ; but as for preſent 
Temporal Rewards, he gives no Man Rea- 
ſon to expett them, but rather prepares him 
for the contrary, And yet this way ſhall 
go down; he will have Followers upon theſe 
Terms: Such as can forget their worldly In- 
tereſts, trample upon every thing here 
that's inconfiſtent with their Profeſſion ; and 
be content to be ftripp'd, bereavd; and 
when calPd to it, take joyfully the ſpoiling 
of their Goods, yea, the Loſs of their Lives, 
not counting theſe too dear for him, who 
thought not his deareſt Blood too great a 
Price for their Redemption. 
Thus, in theſe ſeveral Inftances, we have 
ſeen How, and By what God makes fooliſh 
the Wiſdom of this World, For what Rea- 
F 2 fon 
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ſon he does ſo, comes next to be conſider'd, 
I proceed therefore to enquire, 


III. Why God thus makes fooliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World ? 

1. Reaſon. This is done to make it evi- 
dently appear, that the Chriſtian Religion 
is no humane Contrivance, nor the ſpreading 
of it an Effett of Man's Wiſdons and * 
but that the whole is of God. Had he pro- 
ceeded in another Method, and ſhap'd a a 
Religion according to the Dictates of world- 
ly Wiſdom ; and purſuant to theſe, had he 
accommodated himſelf to Mens ſecular In- 
tereſts, and indulg'd their ſenſual Appetites, - 
the whole would have been thought the Po- 
litick Contrivance of ſome ſubtle and de- 
ſigning Men, to ſervea baſe and ſiniſter End. 
Whereas now, ſuch a Suggeſtion is the moſt 
abſurd and unreaſonable one in the World, 
If the Goſpel be a contriv'd Fable, and the 
Effect only of Man's Cunning and Policy, it's 
certainly one of the worſt contrived Fables 
in the World for its Authors; was it de- 
fign'd to ſubſerve their own Intereſts, they 
were ſurely the moſt miſtaken of all Crea- 
tures, andconſulted the worſt for themſelves 
imaginable. This then can never be from 
Men, ſince it has nothing in its whole Frame 
and Contrivance that looks like human Po- 


licy. And if not from Men or by Men, we 


muſt conc lude it certainly is xd God ; both 


the Doctrine it ſelf and the Succeſs "4s 
E 
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We can fix on no lower a Cauſe hereof than 
the Wiſdom of Heaven, and no leſs an Au- 
thor than the great God himſelf, 

Had Men, remarkably furniſh'd with a 
Stock of Learning and Eloquence, and arm'd 
with Worldly Power and Authority, been 
emplay'd in {| 2 the Chriſtian Faith, 
the Succeſs of it might have been thought 
owing to the force of their Reaſonings; and 
that Perſons ſo generally gave into it from 
the fear of what they ſhould loſe if they 
refus'd, or the hopes of what they ſhould 
gain if they complied ; and all was owing ta 
the Helps and Advantages the World afford- 
ed to it. 

But when we ſee Perſons employ'd in this 
Deſign, labouring under all outward Diſad- 
yantages, deſtitute of all Worldly Power; 
Men of no Birth, nor Education: nor fur- 
niſh'd with any uncommon Meaſure of natural 
Gifts, or acquir d Learning, laden with tho 
utmoſt Contempt and Reproach, &c. 

When fuch Men as theſe make powerful 
Conqueſts in the World, obtain the greateſt 
Vickories over the Luſts of Men; demoliſh 
the ſtrong Holds of Satan; prevail with 
great Numbers chearfully to renounce the 
Idolatries in which they had been born and 
_ bred, and pay Homage to a new Lord, who 
obliged em for his ſake to quit their World- 
ly Intereſt, and undergo the worſt of Suffer- 
ings: who does not in all this ſee the Finger 


of God? The Diſcourſe and Behaviour of agg 4 


the 13. 


contriving. It was neither of Man, nor bv 


Ways and Thoughts of Men, that we muſt 
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the Apoſtles when conven'd before them, 
ſurpriz d their Enemies themſelves. They 
gaz'd on one another, and wondred, when 
they ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter and John, 
and knew that in themſelves they were ig- 
norant, and illiterate Men. They wonder 
whence theſe Men ſhould have this Learn- 
ing and this Courage. But what need that ? 
The Thing evidences it ſelf. Whence 
ſhould they have it but from God ? They had 
been with Feſws, Divine Wiſdom inſpir'd 
and condutted *em, and they were ſupported 
by no leſs a Power. Their Doctrine was 
from Heaven, not a Fable of their own 


Man, and therefore muſt be from God. The 
whole Deſign is carried on in Methods ſo ve- 
different from, yea, repugnant to the 


conclude it to be truly Divine. God would 
ſubdue the World to himſelf in ſuch a way, 
thatthe moſtobſtinate and unbelieving ſhould 
be made to acknowledge the Work was done 
by himſelf alone without the Art of Man. 

2. Reaſon. To hide Pride from Man, That 
no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence, God takes 
this Method to humble the Creature, that 
he may not think of himſelf above that 
which 1s meet. Let not the wiſe Man now 
glory in his Wiſdom, what this can invent 
and contrive, what'this can reach and com- 
prehend ; nor in his Strength, what that can 


perform, The wery fooliſhneſs of God is * 
Sas * t an 
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than ¶ Man, and the weakneſs of God ſtronger 
than Man. How fooliſh does God make the 
Wiſdom of Man, by diſcovering what neyer 
entred into his Head to invent, nor can 
enter into his Heart to comprehend? Having 
only this reſort, becauſe it exceeds his graſp, 
it ſhall not command his belief; and not be- 
ing able to tell how theſe, and the other 
Things can be, reſolves never ;to believe 
they are. | 

The Way alſo of God's propagating the 
Goſpel ſerv'd to hide Pride from Man, You, Cor. 1. 
ſee, ſays the Apoſtle, what Methods God 26. 
takes, what Men he employs in calling you; 
and who they are, that for the moſt part are 
made obedient to the Faith of the Goſpel ; 
Perſons of little Efteem in the World on 
the account of their Birth, Education, Learn- 
ing, Wealth, or Honour: But God has choſen 
the fooliſh Things of the World to confound the 
wiſe, and the weak Things of the World to con- 
found the mighty; and baſe Things of the World, 
and Things which are deſpiſed hath God cheſen, 
yea, and Things which are not, to bring to nought 
Things that are: And the Reaſon of all 
is, That no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence, 
That no Man who had the Honour to be 
employed in Calling others, or the Happi- 
neſs to be called himſelf, ſhowd once ima- 
gine, that *tis by any Power, or Holineſs, 
or Wiſdom of his own, theſe extraordinary 
Eſſects were produc'd ; or that he was ſingled 
our to be a partaker of this Grace, becauſe of 


Ver. 29. 
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any peculiar Excellencies in himſelf above 
the common level of Mankind. The Trea- 
ſure is put into earthern Veſſels, that the 
excellency of Power and Wiſdom may be of 
God and not of Man. Man in this glorious 
Conqueſt ſhall count himſelf nothing; as 
unfit and unlikely to accompliſh ſuch a De- 
fign, as Gideon's three Hundred Men, with 
nothing but Lamps and Pitchers, were to 
rout an Army of Midianites, like Graſhop- 
rs for Number, Their Enemies them- 
elves thought it ſo, and inſulted them, (as 
rhaps the Men of Fericho laughed at ſeven 

Priefts blowing with ſeven Rams-horns to 
- throw down their Walls) What will this Bab- 
1. ler ſay? Are theſe poor ſimple and ignorant 
| Creatures the Men that muſt turn the World 
upſide down? Muſt all our Learning and 
Power be confounded by them ? Are theſe 
Striplings a fit Match for the mighty Goliahs 

inſt whom they are going forth ? But 
y God orders it, and on purpoſe that no 
Fleſh ſhould t glory in his preſence. 

3. Reaſon. That all the Glory of our Sal- 
vation might be given to God, All the Ho- 
nour ſhall be aſcribed to himſelf, and none 
muſt ſhare it with him. He will have no 

Fle 


—_— 


” 


_ 
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Hoc modo 0 eorum, dejicit ne * 
fe. Lins — a Deus pratulerat Wb nne 
& ſapientibus illit ut ſuperbirent, fed ut in Domino 
loriari cogerentur, &c. Beza, 
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Fleſh glory in his preſence, Bud he that glo- 1 Cor. 


ries let him glory in the Lord, We have this 1. 31. 


Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, the Knowledge 
and Miniſtry of the Goſpel in Perſons, frail, 
weak and contemptible, like Gideor's earthen 
Pitchers, That the Power which ſhews it ſelf 
in the ſucceſs of our Endeavours might evi- 
dently appear to be of God; and he might 
have all the Glory. And when the Apoſtle 
tells the Corinthians that his Speech and 
Preaching was not with the enticing Words 
of Man's Wiſdom, it was for this Reaſon, 
That their Faith might not ſtand in the Wiſ- 
dom of Men, but the Power of God. He 
wou'd not have it ought, that the ſpread- 
ing of Chriſtianity in the World was owing 
to, or effected meerly by the force of Mens 
Arguments, and the ſtrength of their Rea- 
ſonings, but rather the effect of a di- 
vine Power, that the Inſtrument might be 
nothing, and God might be all, 

l come now in the laſt Place, 


IV. To apply what has been ſaid in the 
following Particulars. If this be, as we have 
heard, the Deſign of God; then, 7 
' Inference 1, Is highly improbable be 
ſhould, and injurious to him to ſuppoſe he 
has at any Time fram'd a Religion, and e- 
ſtabliſh'd therein Rites and Ceremonies in 
compliance with, and conformity to the 
Nodes and Cuſtoms of Heathen Nations. 
If God has on- purpoſe ſo order'd Thangs, 
as to make Fooliſh the n of this World, 

8 | | wo 
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we have very little Reaſon to. believe what 
ſame tell vs, That moſt of the Cuftams in 
the Jewiſh Conſtitution, their Tabernacle, 
Naples Feaſts, Altars, Ark, Cherubins, 
Sacriſices, Expiation, Ge. were in Imitation 
of Heathen Uſages.: Nay, that the. Rife 
and Original of. Chriſtianity, the very Au- 
thor of it, the MyReries in it, and many of 
the Tranſattions.that-attepded it, were ta- 
ken from. Pagan Cuſioms. That Chriſtiani- 
ty to comply with the Heathens, much gi- 
ven to admire Myſſeries in Religion, has its 
My feries too; and particularly the Incarnar 
tion. That becauſe there was a ſtrong ind 
chnation. in Mankind, to. worſhip , a. viible 
Deity 3. to comply with this fondneß, Ge 

appear d in our Nature: And becauſe 4 
Netion had commonly ohtain d amongſt em 
concerning the expiation of Sin, and NY | 


- 
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25 Quod itaqu „Don * Vet. Talos, non tam pie * 
e 4 Ken non ſua Narurg, ſed Gengium 2M 


endum oft, Cum itaque Gentium ſiunlochra, ciſte, 


X Ke. omni Früh Sosnatu inſignia redderentus 3 Ot yr 


pronum eſt, Deum Iſraglitis 1 charubinos, A. cam 
conceſſiſſe, ne prava amy atio re t eo: fog 
20 


* cm. viderent f 7 dna reagine ci as 


alta, * ubique ſplendeſcere & pueriles corum Aninu cult 
fraplici & infra Net ok pompam fable 
14 offenderentur. _— de leg. Habra, Lib, 3. 5. 
221. Aayftij ut Tales ita 5 2 55 enies 1a 
rag 75 ertnt, ; eqrum Ritus ad a 05 Fr 
etia cis, (non fins peter Fina Jan) u 5. 
ti yg Ut \elucoſeas hujus, offextipnis 4 3 __ 
firiouens. veniant conun 72700 F . 
p40 alis, &c, Matth, Can. Chron, p. 1 9. 


made Poobifh, 


ng their Deities by Sattifice, God was 
pleas'd fo far to comply with this Cuſtom, as 
to make a general Atonement by the Skcri. 
fice of his Son. In a Word, That God has 
very much ſuited, the Diſpenfation of the 
ee and the Method of Salvation by it, 
comitibn Prejudices of Mankind, and 
ſy the Heathen World. 

How little pretence can there be for 
all this? What môre improbable and unlike. 

ly ?. Can we imagine the infinitely wilſe God 
bath ſhap'd a Religion dtcording to the Di- 
kkates o the Wiſdom of this World, when 
he has dn purpoſe made it Fooliſh, 7 act! 
m 1d many Inſtances petfektiy the Rever 
unto it? 

' Inferrhce 2. Hence we have 4 plain and 
thee Account of that Cont emp thhith © is 
you'd on the Goſpel, and white it is that 
fo many, eſptci, of the great and learn- 
td Part 15 1 World, rejected it. Men that 
moſt excel d in natural Willor, hive been 
the greateſt delpiſers of ſupernitural Truths. 
The Rabbiz; 110 hgh the Jews, ſtumbled at 
the Goſpel as weak and mean; the Philoſo- 
* alot the Gentiles Itugh' at it as fo6- 

ſh and abſurd. * And no gear when its 
whole Conſtitution was ſo direct oo . — 
to their darling Notions, beloved 
Schletes. God Reer Oy to gain upon 
Mens belief by accommodating inſet to 
their vain Humouts, ſenſual Appetites, or 
ſecular Intereſt, and it's not to be wondred 
at, if their corrupt Ind linations diſtik d the 
G 2 Purity 
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1 Cor. 
2. 14. 


The Wiſdom of this World 
Purity of Divine Precepts, as the Pride of 
their Underſtandings deſpisꝰd the Simplicity 
of - Goſpel Doftrines. The natural Man re- 
ceives not the Things of God, for they are foo- 
liſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 

Inference 3, Then there is no Rgaſon to 
reject any Doctrines that are really and clear- 
ly revealed in the Goſpel, becauſe they are 
not obvious to our Reaſon, nor fully com- 

ehended by it. The great Deſign of God 
in the Goſpel is to exalt his own Wiſdom 
and Sovereignty, and debaſe the high 


Thoughts, and carnal Reaſonings of Man, 


and hence it is, that what appears to us moſt 
rational and plauſible is not always neareſt to 
Truth: Nay ſometimes, the leſs there ſeems 
to be of Human Reaſon, and probability in 
ſome Dottrines, and the more ſtrange they 
are to our natural Conceptions, the greater 
impreſs there is of a Divine Authority up- 
on them, Theſe are Things to be believ'd 
upon the Credit of him that reveals them, 
and not to be entertain'd or rejected as they 
agree with, or differ from the mould of our 
Reaſon, What if there are ſome Things 
which exceed our graſp, and too deep for 
us to fathom ? God hereby ſheꝛvs us the ſhort- 
neſs of our Line; and by revealing what ſo 
much exceeds its Comprehenſion , makes 
Fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World, 
Inference 4. It's no wonder then, That the 
great Apoſtle did, and others with him do, de- 
fore and determine in their Preaching ta know 
* not hing 


Scripture Truths have ſomething in them 9s vpon 
more convincing than all rational Argu- Lem ning 


Rational Arguments are refeld by Reaſon, 


our ſelves; whereas Divine Truths make 


ſiſtible Strength, not only perſwading, but 
almoſt forcing an Aſſent. To which purpoſe 


. ©.cil of Nice, and the appearing of the ons upon 


F Heathen Philoſophers offer'd themſelves P. 243. 


made Fooliſh. 45. 
nothing ſo much as, nothing but Chriſt and him 
Crucified, This indeed 1s fooliſhneſs in the 
Account of worldly Wiſdom. Be it ſo, ſays 

the Apoſtle, I determin d nevertheleſs to t Cor. 
know nothing among you, you wiſe, you learn- 2+ 2+ 
ed Corinthians, nothing but, nothing ſo much 

as this deſpiſed Doctrine of Chriſt and 

him Crucified. This is the Doctrine which 

does, and always ſhall triumph in all my 
Diſcourſes, and which I am aflur'd will ever _ 
gain the greateſt Triumphs in the World. 

By this very Doctrine it is, That God makes 
Fooliſh the Wiſdom of this World. And 
compar'd with this, I deſpiſe all the Phari- 

ſaical Wiſdom of the Jews, and the Philo- 
ſophical Learning of the Greeks, f Plain 1 RefleSi- 


ments; ſuch a Power as is not eaſily reſiſted. OY 


and its hard to convince a Man by theſe Me- 
thods who is equally Maſter of Reaſon with 


their own Way, act upon us with a ſecret 
Power, and preſs the Mind with an irre- 


that Paſſage in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory has 
been often referr'd to, which I'll here give 
you in the Words of the foremention'd Au- 
thor, Upon the convening of the Coun- p,jeg;. 


© Chriſtian Biſhops there, ſeveral of the Learning 


- among 


. Te Wiſdom of this W; > 


them, intending to ſignalize them- 


| a ſolve: upon fo great an Occaſion, by ate 


© tacking the Faith in its moſt eminent Pro- 
© feſlors, and by endeavouring to overthrow 
© by Philoſop y and Reaſon, To this end ſe- 
< yeral Conferences were held upon the Prin- 
< ciples of Reaſon, by the moſt noted Men 
< of either Patty, in which one of the Philo- 
* ſophers, more forward than the reſt, begun 
© togrow inſolent upon a ſuppos'd Advantage, 
© and muſt needs triumph before the Victory: 
An aged Biſhop tovk Fire at this, one who 
2 * had been a Confeſſor in the late perſecuti- 

and was more noted for his Faith than 
5 his Learning; Philoſophy he had none, but 


EV enqccunters his adverſary in a new manner 


The be ry Wn Wie, 


© in the Name of Jeſus, and by the Word of 
© God; and with a few plain Weapons drawn 
8 * from thence, he humbled the Pride of this 
* arrogant Philoſopher „ and ftraightway 
leads him Captive to the Font. All the 
F Reply out Philoſopher had left him, was, 
that while he was encountred by Philoſo- | 
« BBY, and hutnane Learning, he defended 
imſelf the ſame way, but being attack'd 

« by higher Reaſons, it was neceſſary for 
; 2 to yield himſelf up to the Powet of 
- Jnferenct 5. Me ſhould hencè learn to exertiſe 
great Humility, and not think of our ſelves, and 
our own Wiſdom above that twhich is meet, God 
hath ſtaimd the Pride and Glory of Man ; 3 
He will have no Fleſh glory in his Preſence. 


1 


. oh 
His natural, his corrupted Reaſon, a Thing 
he is tog prone to do in ſuch flights as theſe. | 
Great. is the Goddeſs Reaſon , I only yield 
to Reaſon: Reaſon ſhall be the ſupreme 
Judge, and Philoſophy the higheſt Principle; 
be 3. be receivd but what this cams. 
prehends. _ | | | 

Bur God's Ocean to be emptied by our 
| Shell? Or his Depths to be ſounded by qur 

Line? Are not his- Ways and Thoughts as: 
far above ours, as the Heavens are abave thæ 
Earth? Muſt we be reaſon d out. of Revela - 
tiqn, and run into 3 Natural Religion? 
Let us nat deceive our ſelves by a vain, 
Conceit of our own, Wiſdom, If any Man 
among yay ſeem to be Wiſe, let him became 
a, Fool that he may be wiſe. Let us adare 
the Wiſdom of God in the way of Salvation 
| rw 3 if this be a. 
LA -Nock to ſame, and a Stumbling 
Noh it others, to them that are ſaved” 
it's the Wiſdom and Power of God; That 

orious Diſpenſation wherein, he magnifies. 

is Power, and diſplays his Wiſdam in ſuch a 
manner as to m ooliſh the Wiſdom of 
this World. This may teach us Modeſty, 
and keep us humble. 

Inference 6, If God has reveald thoſe 
| Things to us by which he makes Fooliſh the "i 
22 of this World, we have abundant” © 
\ cauſe to adore the", Riches and Sovereignty 
' of his Grace To ſome, as our Saviour tells Mat. 1 
his Diſciples, It's given to know the Myſteries 11. 
of the Kingdom, but to others it's nor Som: 


The Wiſdom of this World, &c. 
Has God then given you Eyes to ſee what 
others know not? Do you behold the Glory 
of God's Wiſdom and Power in this Confti- 
tution as far Superiour to all the Deſigns and 
Contrivances of Men? Hath God revealed 
thoſe Things to you which the natural Man 
receiveth not, nor. can know whilſt he is ſo, 
becauſe to him they are Fooliſhneſs ? Then 
imitate the Son of God in giving Thanks to 
1 his Father for this ineſtimable Favour, 7 
| Mat. tr. thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven ad 
23. Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe Things from the 
| wiſe l rudent; from Men that excel in 
the Wiſdom of this World, and are there- 
fore highly. conceited of their own * 
ledge, aut haſt revealed em unto Babes; to 
Men of weaker Capicities, and that 2 
. humble and meaner Thou ghts of 
therpſelves, Even ſo Father, fo it ſeemed. 
Food i in 1 7 ſoht. This can never ariſe from 
or Excellency in them above 
0 W but is purely the effect of God's So- 
vereign e bs th no Fleſh er 110 
in his preſence, e that 2 tg. 
Aubert i * * . * 
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